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Dear Families,
Our class is about to begin reading Serenade of the Sasquatch by Washington author Rachael Lundin. It’s an adventure-mystery set in the Cascade Mountains near Leavenworth, and your student is going to meet a Bigfoot.
Thirteen-year-old Dakota and his best friend Sidney set out on a horseback ride and stumble onto an abandoned cabin, a hidden journal, and a 20-year-old missing-person case. Meanwhile, a young Bigfoot named River leaves his clan to learn about the humans he calls “Smallfeet.” The two stories meet in the woods. Along the way, the book raises big questions: How do we know something is real? What does courage look like? What do we owe the creatures we share the land with?
What your student will do. Over the next [number of weeks], students will read the book in six sections and keep a Field Journal with vocabulary, reading questions, and writing prompts. They’ll take a short quiz after each section and finish with a final project of their choice, such as a research report, a rewritten scene, an original song, or a persuasive essay.
A heads-up about some content. The story is warm and often funny, but it also takes on some real-life challenges. Dakota’s father is missing after a plane crash. Sidney’s mother struggles with alcoholism and is hurt in a car accident. The mystery involves a crime from long ago, revealed in the journal, including two shootings described without graphic detail. Some characters handle guns, and a few characters pray and talk about their faith. We’ll talk through these parts together in class. If any of these topics touches your family closely, please reach out. I’m happy to talk, and an alternative assignment is always available.
Keep the conversation going at home. Try one of these questions at dinner:
1. If you found a real Bigfoot, would you tell the world or keep it secret? Why?
1. Dakota’s mom saw a Bigfoot as a girl but hardly ever told anyone. Is there a story you’ve kept to yourself because you thought no one would believe you?
1. Which character are you most like: careful Dakota, fearless Sidney, or Greg, who wants to prove himself?

Thank you for reading along with us. Please contact me at [email or phone] with any questions.
Sincerely,
[Teacher name]
[School name]
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